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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether tt be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHN vi: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


THE following discourse on “The Records of the Saints” was delivered by 
Elder Franklin D. Richards at the General Conference of the Church in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, April 6, 1895: 

Beloved hearers: I have greatly rejoiced with you during the sittings 
of this Conference, yesterday and this morning, in the very precious in- 
structions that have been given to us. I realize that they have been the 
dictation of the Holy Ghost unto us, and my soul has been feasted there- 
with. We have had a blessed variety of instructions given to us, of many 
things both temporal and spiritual. 

Inasmuch as you are in the habit of raising up your hands twice a year 
to sustain me as the historian of the Church, and are liable to be called 
upon to do the same thing again before this Conference closes, I feel 
impressed with the importance of presenting to you some thoughts for 
consideration which appertain to that part of the labor in which I am 
engaged—that of historian. There is a great work devolving upon God’s 
people in their daily life in the organization which has been set forth to 
us this morning. An important feature of that work is the keeping of 
the sacred records of the Church. This involves something more than is 
generally contemplated by those who are called to be clerks, secretaries 
and recorders in the Church. I wish to call the attention of this con- 
gregation to a consideration of this subject a few minutes this morning, 
but before proceeding further I desire to read a few sentences of sacred 
writ, beginning with Genesis, second chapter and 4th verse: 

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they 


were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens. 


CC 
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Pearl of Great Price, edition 1888, page 7: (English edition 1882 page 5.) 


The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, I reveal unto you concerning 
this heaven and this earth; write the words which I speak. — 


Page 26: (English edition page 16.) 


And then pee these men to call upon the name of the Lord, and the 
Lord blessed them, and a Book of Remembrance was kept, in the which 
was recorded, in the language of Adam, for it was given unto as many as 
called upon God to write by the spirit of inspiration; and by them their 
children were taught to read and write, having a language which was 
pure and undefiled. 

Now this same Priesthood, which was in the beginning, shall be in the 
end of the world also. Now this prophecy Adam spake, as he was moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost, and a genealogy was kept of the children of God. 
And this was the book of the generations of Adam. 

Enoch in the seventh generation from Adam, who lived and built the 
City of Zion, has left on record the following, page 31: (English edition 
page 20.) 

The heavens he made: the earth is his footstool, and the foundation 
thereof is his. Behold he laid it, an host of men hath he brought in upon 
the face thereof. And death hath come upon our fathers; nevertheless 
we know them, and cannot deny, and even the first of all we know, even 

dam. For a book of remembrance we have written among us, according 
to the pattern given by the finger of God; and it is given in our own 
language. 

These extracts which I am now reading are from a Revelation which 
the God of Heaven has given to us through the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
which he received soon after the organization of the Church in 1830, and 
which are found in the Pearl of Great Price. I quote from the latest 
edition published in 1888, in this city. 

Further scripture concerning this superlatively important subject may 
be found on pages 121 and 538 of the Book of Mormon. The Lord said to 
Nephi about 550 years before His incarnation, Book of Mormon, 2nd Nephi, 
chapter 29, verses 11-12: 

For I command all men, both in the east and in the west, and in the 
north, and in the south, and in the islands of the sea, that they shall write 
the words which I speak unto them: for out of the books which shall be 
written, I shall judge the world, every man according to their works, 
according to that which is written. For behold, I shall speak unto the 
Jews, and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto the Nephites, 
and ee | shall write it; and | shall also speak unto the other tribes of the 


house of Israel, which I have led away, and they shall write it; and I shall 
also speak unto all nations of the earth, and they shall write it. 


In fulfilment of His promise that He would speak unto the Jews and 
that they should write it, we have that precious book the Bible. His pro- 
mise to speak to the Nephites and that they should write it, is also fully 
made manifest in the coming forth of the plates containing the Book of 
Mormon. 

With a fulfilment of these prophecies so perfectly before us, we may 
with entire confidence expect the fulfilment of that part which relates to 
the tribes of Israel which He has led away, and also that which relates to 
all nations of the earth. 
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Again on page 538: 

Behold, all things are written by the Father; therefore out of the books 
which shall be written, shall the world be judged. 

In the most beautiful harmony with the foregoing does the Prophet 
Malachi say, chapter 3: 16: 

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. 

From the word of God we see that in the early ages of the world, soon 
after its creation, that wonderful Prophet Enoch was deeply impressed 
with the importance of a “Book of Remembrance” being kept in which 
was contained the record of the generation of Adam. 

Not only were Enoch and his contemporaries interested in this, but it 
appears that the Lord was interested, and probably commanded it to be 
done, for the Prophet states that to as many as called upon God it was 
given to write by the spirit of inspiration, and by this spirit of inspiration 
in their parents they were taught to read and write the pure and perfect 
language which God had given to their great father Adam, so that they 
kept a genealogy of the children of God; and this was the Book of the 
Generations of Adam. 

That it was the design, purpose, and commandment of God that a good 
faithful record of Adam’s descendants should be kept is unquestionably 
true, seeing that the greatest of all the antediluvian Prophets has left on 
record that “a book of remembrance we have written among us, according 
to the pattern given by the finger of God.” 

Having now obtained some slight idea of the significance attached to 
record keeping in antediluvian times, let us see if the people since the 
flood have entertained similar ideas on this important subject. 

Noah gives us no account of having preserved a history of the creation 
or of the Church organization, building of Enoch’s city, Zion, and its trans- 
lation, nor of the persecutions of the righteous by the wicked during that 
time, but the following from Abraham, the friend of God and father of 
the faithful, who lived in the tenth generation, about 400 years after the 
flood, has found its way down to us. 

He says, pages 45-50: (Pearl of Great Price, English edition 1882 page 33.) 


I sought for the blessings of the fathers, and the right whereunto I 
should be ordained to administer the same; having been myself a follower 
of righteousness ; * * * and desiring to receive instruc- 
tions, and to keep the commandments of God, I became a rightful heir, a 
High Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers; it was conferred 
upon me from the fathers; 1t came down from the fathers, from the begin- 
ning of time, yea, even from the beginning, or before the foundations of 
the earth to the present time, even the right of the first-born, on the first 
man, who is Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto me. 

I sought for mine appointment unto the Priesthood according to the 
appointment of God unto the fathers concerning the seed.” 


By this latter paragraph we are informed that Patriarch Abraham was 
not only interested in his genealogy, but was very anxious to learn, inso- 
much that he sought diligently and found out the right of the first man, 
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who is Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto him. Any one 
desiring it can read a list of the first fathers or patriarchs in Doctrine and 
Covenants, section 107, paragraphs 40-57, giving the list from Adam to 
Methuselah, the grandfather of Noah. 

Abraham further says that the record of the Patriarchs concerning the 
right of the Priesthood, the Lord preserved in His own hands. 

Now, how did he come by the record which gave him the knowledge of 
his right to the Priesthood? Undoubtedly it was brought by Noah in the 
ark through the flood. Other history informs us that Abraham spent a 
number of years of his early life with Noah and Shem, and was taught by 
them in all the knowledge of God and His works. Thus whatsoever know- 
ledge Noah and Shem were possessed of or whatsoever records they brought 
through the flood in the ark, all this was available, no doubt, to Abraham, 
and he being a believer in the Almighty God, became a man of such extra- 
ordinary faith that nothing could be required which was too great for him, 
and so he became the father of the faithful, and the friend of God. 

I have read these portions of Scripture that we may get the subject of 
keeping records and of writing history, especially sacred history, before 
our minds for consideration. Since the temples have been constructed and 
the ordinances therein began to be administered, our people have obtained 
a better understanding of the importance of keeping family records, family 
history and genealogy, than before. We have had one among us who has 
seen from the early days of the Church the necessity of this and has enter 
tained the subject with great interest, and perhaps with as great import- 
ance as anyone could when there was so little necessary use for the same, 
and that is our worthy President Woodruff. He has from the beginning 
of his public career kept a journal and a history, and we are indebted in a 
great measure to his exertion, together with that of some others, for many 
great and powerful sermons which the Prophet Joseph delivered in the 
city of Nauvoo. We are indebted, I say, to his records and his efforts for 
very many of these precious truths that we have now on the page of his- 
tory to enrich ourselves with. Some of the most important matters per- 
taining to the most sacred councils that were instituted by the Prophet 
Joseph are thus brought down to our present time, and by them we are 
made the happy recipients of many blessings and ordinances. In later times 
we have been limited in our eflorts to write up the history of the Church, 
because of our records being in a scattered condition, and because of our 
not having yet obtained the historical items necessary from the more dis- 
tant portions of the Church. We have had Brother Jenson visiting from 
ward to ward, from stake to stake, from mission to mission, gathering up 
the early history of the founding of the settlements in Utah and the sur- 
rounding territories. He has been with you, learned of your condition, 
and has gathered up what information he could get necessary for a faith- 
ful history of all the stakes of Zion, so far as we know. Through his report 
to me as historian, I am informed that there are wards organized and going 
on for quite a length of time, that have no semblance of any record kept 
among them. Tothis fact I wish to call the attention, not only of the Presi- 
dents of stakes, the Bishops of wards, presidents of quorums and councils 
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and the heads of families, but of all the people and I wish them to know 
and understand that it is time they were turning their minds upon this 
subject. They should keep more carefully the Church records while they 
also institute family history. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


WHAT CAME OF A DREAM. 


THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY SHALL RECOVER.—Mark 
zu: 18. 

WELL, it happened several years ago. We lived in Salt Lake City then, 
but incidents like the one I now relate are never forgotten, the impressions 
which they make are so vivid they seem to become a part of our being. 

A friend of mine, my neighbor, asked me to call on him, at his home, and 
bring with me some other Elder, that we might administer to his child 
who then lay sick, it might be dying. This was no uncommon call at that 
time, and when the evening brought release from toil, a brother, whose 
heart beat in sympathy with the sick, and with faith in the Lord had often 
blessed them with new health, called with myself on our mutual friend. 

The family lived in the upper part of a large house. To reach them we 
had to climb some stairs on the outside of the house, leading to the rooms 
in which they lived. I mention this because, when ascending the stairs, a 
voice seemed to whisper over my shoulder: “You need not enter there, for 
death has gone before you.” 

I was a young man, but this was not the first time in my life that I had 
heard the Tempter’s voice, and turning (mentally, [ mean) rebuked the 
power that leads men’s souls astray. On going into the rooms, however, 
my heart first throbbed with fear and then it seemed almost to stop beat- 
ing, for there I saw, lying on its mother’s lap, the little child; disease had 
blanched its little cheek, and oh! its eyes were sunken and glazed. Surely 
that was death. 

But arousing myself, the thought that duty called me there—and doubts 
and fears though common enough, never yet helped mortals to bear their 
burdens, nor helped to move those burdens from off the shoulders of 
weary, struggling souls—stirred me to action. 

We blessed the baby, and the great Physician heard our prayers. It 
seemed to me that even while our hands were on the little head, sickness 
left, and life and health, taking its place, flowed like a fountain through 
all the little veins carrying to the limbs strength and to the features 
beauty. Before we left the house the little pet, fully restored to health, 
stretching its little hands toward us, smiling and cooing, expressed its joy 
in happy baby language. Salt Lake City, that night, contained few 
happier hearts than those assembled in that little room. 

Now, it seemed to me, although it is no uncommon thing for the sick to 
be healed through the laying on of hands, and the blessings of our God, 
yet every time we see it done we wonder while we praise, and simple 
though nity story is, the recollection brings forth again the thoughts of 
wonder and gratitude. 
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But hear the sequel of my tale: 

Some time after the baby was healed, the father asked me if I remem- 
bered the circumstance, and on my assuring him there was little likelihood 
of my forgetting such an incident, he said as nearly as[ can recollect: “You 
know the baby had been sick for some time and we had doctor’s help; we 
gave it the medicine prescribed, and watched and nursed it day and night. 
I would tend the baby from evening until three or four o'clock in the 
morning, then waking my wife from her too short sleep, would lie down 
to get a nap before going to work. In this way we worked until we were 
nearly worn out, as you know. One morning I Jay down, with my clothes 

as I always did, and while sleeping had an interesting dream. 

‘I thought that going to Z. C. M. I. drug store to get medicine for the 
baby, I got a bottle, wrapped in white paper and tied with a red string 
(the way drug store goods are usually fixed up) and returning home untied 
the string, and removing the paper found a bottle of what seemed to be 
olive orl. 

“T awoke, and thanking God for the lesson, asked you brethren to call, 
with the happy result we witnessed.”—-LEwis STEWART, in Contributor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A recent funeral procession in a Wiscunsin village was largely made up of men and 
women on bicycles, the deceased having been a member of the bicycle club. 

Where the bottom of the ocean is bad an ocean cable will frequently last only three or 
four years, but on good bottom, wire taken up after twenty years has been as good as 
ever. 

M. Louis Boutain has succeeded in taking some beautiful photographs of the bottom of 
the sea by the aid of a newly invented lamp for burning magnesium powder under the 
water. 


A new lead for deep sea-sounding carries a cartridge which explodes on touching the 
bottom. A submerged microphone receives the sound, and the depth is estimated from 
the time occupied by the lead sinking to the bottom. 


Distinct tides in the atmosphere, corresponding to those of the sea, and produced twice 
daily by lunar attraction, have been traced by M. Bouquet de la Grye in the barometic 
records of stations removed from powerful local disturbances. 


With an alloy of 95 parts of tin and 5 parts of zinc one can solder glass as readily as 
one solders two metals, either by warming in an oven the two surfaces of glass to be united 
and applying the solder as one does sealing-wax or with the soldering-iron. 

Dr. Bollinger, director of the Anatomico-pathological Institute in Munich, asserts that 
it is very rare to find a normal heart and normal kidneys in an adult resident of that city. 
The reason for the kidney disease is the tax put upon these organs by the drinking of 
excessive amounts of beer. Formerly the population of the city was recruited by acces- 
sions from the country, but the abuse of beer has spread now to the rural communities, 
so that this source of healthy new blood is cut off. 


M. Louis Pasteur, the famous bacteriologist died at his home in Garches, near Paris, 
on the afternoon of September 28. He was born at Dole, Jura, December 27, 1822, and 
has been for many years considered one of the leading specialists of the world. He has 
given particular attention to the prevention of contagious diseases other than small-pox, 
and has achieved remarkable results in regard to hydrophobia. The French government, 
in recognition of his ability and the good he has accomplished, has granted him a State 
funeral. 


™~ 
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The largest bee-hive in the world is probably that at Bee Rock, Cal. It is a granite 
boulder, rising abruptly from the bed of a little affluent of the Arroyo Alcade, and it is 
seamed and scored with fissures of divers sizes, They are all inhabited by a vast popu- 
lation of bees and overflow with honey. 

The thermometer in the shade has exceeded 80 deg., and on no fewer than sixteen days 
in September the reading has exceeded 70 deg. On the 24th, in the sun, temperatures 
of 130 deg. were registered, while in the shade the thermometer rose to a maximum of 86 
deg., being 20 deg. above the average for the month of September in previous years, and 
4 deg. in excess of anything recorded during the months of June, July, and August this year. 
Moreover, for so advanced a period in the season, the temperature on the day mentioned 
was the highest on record, as shown by observation extending back as far as 1841. 


A baby alarm, or means by which the crying of an infant which has been left asleep 
in a distant room may be signaled, is one of the recent boons offered by science. A sen- 
sitive microphone, connected to a battery and to the primary of an induction coil, is 
placed near the child’s cot. The secondary of the coil is connected by two wires to a 
small electro-magnet at the place where the alarm is to be given, and on the crying of 
the child the microphone sets up an undulating current in this circuit, causing the electro- 
magnet to deflect a delicate steel balance and close an electric bell circuit. 

In his investigations regarding dormant seeds, a German scientist has visited a dense 
forest which occupies a site from which villages and cultivated fields disappeared several 
centuries ago, and from shaded places which have been destitute of surface vegetation 
for years he has taken specimens of the soil at different depths. His purpose was chiefly 
to determine whether there were seeds of cornfield weeds still retaining the power of 
germination and development. From the specimens of the soil he has succeeded in raising 
plants representing about fifty species, including some that are essentially weeds of culti- 
vation; and he finds the belief justified that buried seeds of many pasture plants and 
corn-field weeds retain their vitality much more than half a century—at least under the 
described conditions. 

A writer in the New York World discusses the possibility of flashing signals from one 
part of the earth to the moon, and having them read in another distant locality on the 
earth. The originator of the idea proposes to have an immense concave mirror construc- 
ted in such a manner that it can easily be turned to any desired position. The light of 
the sun would be reflected from this to the moon, and by means of a system of signals 
understood by the two parties experimenting it is contended that messages could be trans- 
mitted from one to the other. The difficulties in the way are that the moon is not always 
in a proper position for each part of the earth, the sun is very often obscured by clouds, 
and the light necessary would require much larger mirrors than are used in ordinary helio- 
graphic signaling from one mountain to another. Could the scheme be made practicable 
it would do away with the immense expense of maintaining an oceanic cable. 


Professor Bunge, in the course of a paper on iron as a medicine, read before the German 
Congress of Internal Medicine, has been ventilating some ideas which are as much matter 
of general science (and therefore extremely important) as they are details connected with 
the physician’s domain. He is strong on the point that iron should reach our blood 
threugh the medium of our food, rather than through the druggist’s specialities, Iron, as 
everybody knows, is a food element absolutely essential for the proper constitution of the 
body. It is as rigidly demanded by the plant as by the animal; and it is from plants that 
Professor Bunge shows we should chiefly receive our iron supply. Spinach, he tells us, is 
richer in iron than the yolk of eggs, while the yolk contains more iron than beef. Then 
succeed apples, lentils, strawberries, white beans, peas, potatoes, and wheat, these sub- 
stances being given in the order in which they stand as regards the plentifulness of their 
iron constituents. Cow’s milk is poorer in iron, but, as balancing this deficiency in the 
food of the young mammal, it is found that the blood of the youthful quadruped contains 
much morefiron than the adult. Thus, in a young rabbit or guinea pig one hour old, four 
times as much iron was found as occurs in these animals two and a half months old. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1895. 


THEY WILL NOT SUCCEED. 


Tue Elders in two of the Conferences of Great Britain send word that 
anti-Mormon lectures are being delivered by men who claim to have been 
in Utah for a short time. In the one case the object of the lecture was 
stated to be the raising of funds for church purposes; in the other it was 
to “expose the Mormons.” The first is a worthy object, and if the truth 
would be entirely told none would be more willing than the Latter-day 
Saints themselves to have lectures about the Mormons delivered. In 
regard to the other object, there are some hundred and thirty missionaries 
who have come to this country for the express purpose of “exposing the 
Mormons,” though the exposition is not at all to the liking of people who 
delight in listening to tho relation of imaginary horrors and unfounded 
stories of the terrible things that are said to have happened in Utah. 

At one time the subject of anti-Mormonism was very popular, especially 
when a man who claimed to have “escaped” from Utah was the lecturer. 
Crowded houses would greet him everywhere, and a great many otherwise 
well-informed people were led into the belief that Utah was a most danger- 
ous place to live in, and that the Latter-day Saints were the worst people 
in the civilized world. This country was flooded with books of a sensa- 
tional nature in which were told stories as false as could be invented, and 
these were accepted without question by the multitude. The sale of these 
books brought to the writers hundreds of pounds, and since that time the 
missionaries have constantly met with statements from these publications, 
quoted by people so full of prejudice that they would hardly listen to the 
other side of the question at all. 

The Latter-day Saints have never claimed to be perfect; there have been 
mistakes made by members of their Church, many more, perhaps than 
should have been: but still they are not afraid to compare their record 
with that of any other community on the earth, of the same number and 
variety of nationalities. In settling the western part of the United States 
there were obstacles to be overcome which required almost superhuman 
effort and self-sacrifice. Utah was among the most forbidding spots in the 
great American desert, and the results of to-day are testimonials that the 
settlers of that locality have exercised both of those qualities in an eminent 
degree. 

During the last ten years several intelligent and unbiassed men have 
visited Utah and have given to the world unprejudiced accounts of what 
they have seen. Subscribers to the magazines in which these articles were 
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printed have read them, and have been surprised to find things so much 
different from what they had previously been led to believe. The thrift, 
industry, and apparent happiness of the Latter-day Saints have been shown 
up in such a straightforward way that it could be plainly seen there was 
no intention to tell an untruth; the writers could see good as well as bad 
where it was present, and were not afraid to say that they saw it. 

Previous to that time it was almost impossible to get any one to say a 
good word for the unpopular Latter-day Saints. Men would visit Salt 
Lake City and stay a week or two, very likely never speaking to a Latter- 
day Saint, and would then write up all the stories they had heard from 
persons, who, for selfish purposes, desired the members of the Church dis- 
franchised. The conclusion arrived at by the readers was that the writer 
ought to know, for he had been there, and that settled it in the minds of a 
great many people. 

We venture to say that enough can be seen in England, which, if told 
without any explanation or modification, in a community of persons who 
knew nothing, or very little, of England, would give them the idea that 
people here were as bad as the Latter-day Saints were ever thought to be. 
But it would be falsehood of the worst kind to say that the English people 
were of this class because certain forms of wickedness are found among 
some of the people. It would be just as true, however, to say that English 
people as a whole are the most wicked upon the face of the earth as it 
was, or is, to say the same of the Latter-day Saints. This'is acknowledged 
by the best informed people, and if‘we mistake not, these anti-Mormon 
agitators will find before they have been long in the lecture field, that their 
lying statements will disgust all fair and truth-loving audiences. 

There are no doubt hundreds of people who have not had the oppor- 
tunity of reading the articles referred to, and consequently are still as 
firm in the belief as they were twenty years ago, that it is dangerous to 
go among the inhabitants of Utah. It is true that there is as much dan- 
ger now as there ever was, but there never was any. In exclusively 
Mormon communities persons and property are absolutely safe from moles- 
tation. Honesty, sobriety, and virtue have always been characteristics of 
those people, but the trouble has been no one would say so until recently, 
and hence the notion among the world that a great reformation has lately 
taken place in Utah. 

It will require time for everybody to learn these things; some who have 
used their judgment and common sense never did believe all that they 
heard regarding the Saints. They are the first to accept the corrections 
which are being made. Others desire more proof, because they have be- 
come firmly fixed in the idea that a great deal of wickedness was prevalent 
in Utah. Still another class are disappointed to find that everything is 
not so bad as represented, and they don’t like to give up their long cher- 
ished notions of the awful state in which the people of Utah were living. 

Altogether, however, there has been a mighty revolution in public senti- 
ment towards the Latter-day Saints, and it will henceforth be impossible 
to convince intelligent people of such unreasonable statements as have 
been previously accepted. During the time that the opponents of Mor- 
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monism have been resting, several hundred thousand tracts have been dis- 
tributed by missionaries among the people of England, the reading of 
which by numbers of people, together with the numerous conversations 
and open-air meetings, has placed the Saints in a different light from what 
they have ever been before. It may be necessary for some more adverse 
agitation to come that those who have dismissed the subject carelessly may 
be led to make further investigation. The Mormons can expect nothing 
but good to come ultimately out of it; and while they do not invite oppo- 
sition, yet they are satisfied that it will finally do the opposers more harm 
than themselves. B. 


Tue following from the Herald published at Mosca, Colorado, is the 
result of the recent meeting of western editors at Salt Lake City: 

“Salt Lake City, in many respects, is unlike any of the larger cities of 
the continent. On reaching here our party was taken in charge by a 
committee of the Utah Press association, one of whom met us at the 
famous Castle Gate, a pass through the mountains, which by the Rio 
Grande Route is the entrance to the ‘promised land,’ and this so recently 
a trackless waste but now a land of beauty and plenty, rich in all the 
luxuries that modern art, genius, and industry, happily endowed by 
Nature with all the elements of a fruitful soil, is able to evolve. ‘Mine 
host,’ The Utah Press association, did itself proud. What between un- 
bounded hospitality, addresses of welcome, the freedom of the city, free 
rides on transportation lines, grand banquet and ball at the famous Saltair 
beach, bathing at the numerous resorts, concerts in the great Tabernacle 
with the 400-voice choir and pipe organ, two famous military bands, free 
excursions to Ogden and Park City, a descent of 1,000 feet into the depths 
of the earth at the great silver and gold mines at the latter place, and the 
elegant dinner provided by the mine owners, is it any wonder that we are 
constrained to sing the praises of Utah, its great city and generous, hos 
pitable people; especially its editors, who are the ‘salt of the earth’ in 
that great progressive commonwealth! The Utah Press association has 
done a vast amount of good for its section by entertaining the editors of 
the western states. It has enabled many such to see and comprehend the 
fact that Utah and its people have been misunderstood and misrepresented, 
and will extend and encourage a sentiment of fellowship which will heart- 
ily welcome the new state as a member of the great union. At the Edito- 
rial Convention at Salt Lake last week an organization of Western editors 
‘was projected, which on invitation of the mayor of Denver will meet in 
that city one year hence. The editors of Colorado and the people of 
Denver will now have an opportunity to measure swords with Utah in 
the matter of entertaining. They will shine if they but equal. Hon. Geo. 
Q. Cannon, in his address as chairman of the opening session of the con- 
vention of western editors at Salt Lake, made the interesting statement 
that the first grain grown by the Caucasian race on the American con- 
tinent by irrigation was grown within 100 yards of the great Theatre in 
which the convention was assembled, in the year 1847. This fact is not- 
able when considering the vast extent to which irrigation has attained in 
the intervening years.” 
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THE Argosy has the following: “A very curious description of Babylon 
found in a manuscript of the 14th century was published in 1782. ‘A 
city,’ says the author, ‘rich in the gifts of ages, safe from disease and 
distress, where all faces are joyous, and where the three holy rivers flow 
over costly stones, some of which dispense a beautiful light, and others: 
give health and strength. There is the emerald, brighter than a mirror; 
the jasper, which preserves from poison; the garnet, which casts out 
demons and destroys serpents; the diamond, which can only be affected 
by the blood of kids; the topaz, which gives its own color to all it ap- 
proaches; the coral, which wards off the thunderbolt; the hyacinth, of 
the color of day, that cures all diseases; the margarita, formed of dews; 
in a word, every precious stone that possesses miraculous virtue.’ Is it 
surprising that men, firmly believing in these powers of precious stones 
and being so fortunate as to possess one or more, should go forth to meet 
dangers without fear? And this was indeed what often happened. How 
these exquisite specimens of nature’s handiwork came into existence is a 
question very difficult to answer. We know of what they are composed, 
but, if we except the pearl, we know nothing of the process by which they 
arrived at perfection; this is a problem which must be left to future 
generations to solve. It has been proved that the materials of which 
precious stones are made, are of the commonest and most plentiful, ‘and 
yet,’ says an old writer, ‘we think the very heavens concurred with the 
earth to their “commixion,” and so the sun left part of his light shining in 
them.’ The diamond which is so dazzlingly bright and so pure, is in. 
reality nothing more or less than pure carbon; the ruby and the sapphire 
are composed almost entirely of clay; the emerald of sand or silica, while 
the pearl is formed of carbonate of lime. This would strike us as most 
wonderful if we did not remember that out of the dust of the ground God 
made man, whose beauty and value are far above the diamond and the 
ruby. A French writer says: ‘It would seem as though the mighty 
creative and organizing power had chosen to manifest its omnipotence by 
producing the most valuable substances from the most ordinary elements.’ 
Think of the combination of circumstances required in the formation of 
these beautiful crystals to give them the necessary transparency, brilli- 
ancy, lustre, and exact amount of coloring-matter for the desired tint, to 
say nothing of their freedom from flaws and defects. Another circum- 
stance of great interest about precious stones is that they have doubles so 
like themselves, that it is difficult for the untrained eye to detect the 
difference, and yet the one is of great value, while the other has little or 
none in comparison.” 


RELEASE.—Elder William Blain has been honorably released from labor- 
ing as Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference to return home, October 
10, 1895. 


IN GERMANY. 


CoPENHAGEN, DENMARK, SEPTEMBER 6, 1895. 
In my last letter I mentioned that we left Schaffhausen, Switzerland, 
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August 20. We crossed the beautiful Bodensee and landed in Bavaria, 
and the same evening President Naegle and wife and I arrived at the 
capital, Munich. We were met at the station by Elders C. D. Schettler, 
Brigham T. Cannon and Wallace Cragan. A hearty welcome and a fine 
supper awaited us at Brother Daiiber’s. Our Elders have their lodgings 
there and were very comfortably situated. Among the strangers who 
attended our meeting when I visited Munich last year was Brother Daiu- 
ber. He was very much interested in the Gospel then and I was pleased 
to learn that he and his wife had now joined the Church. Next evening 
we had an interesting meeting which was well attended by the Saints and 
strangers. We felt now that we were under Bavarian rule. In saloons 
and beer-halls the people are allowed to sing themselves hoarse if they 
like, but should they sing a song of praise in a religious meeting the man 
opening his house for this purpose would be fined! We are not permitted 
to hold public meetings, but the citizens are allowed to have an “Unter- 
haltung” (social gathering) with a number not exceeding twenty. The 
name does not make much difference and the Saints.call their meetings 
“Unterhaltungs.” ‘The number attending our meeting greatly exceeded 
that allowed. It was past mid-night before the Saints separated. 

Elder Schettler who has labored here since his arrival a year and a half 
ago, has been appointed to labor in Niirnberg. This was his last meeting 
in Munich and the Saints in bidding him good-bye showed what a strong 
hold he had gained upon their affections. In company with Elder A. O. 
Woodruff he visited Vienna a short time ago. They found several friends 
who became very much interested in the Gospel. Before they left Austria 
they had the pleasure of adding one member to the Church in that land. 
Letters received since from there show that several others are investigating 
our principles. The light of revealed truth is sending its rays into this 
empire also, which has hitherto been so hard of access to the Elders. 

Elder B. T. Cannon has been in Germany six months only, yet he speaks 
good German. He hardly ever stumbles over the cases and genders that 
are so difficult to the foreigner. Brother Daiiber said: “I have read how 
President Geo. Q. Cannon in a wonderfully short time learned a foreign 
language, I have heard his son preach in our meeting in less than three 
weeks after his arrival in Germany. It must have been the gift of God 
to both.” Brother Cragan has just arrived and is studying the language. 
The branch here is progressing nicely; the Saints feel well and several 
have joined the Church lately. 

Next day we went to Niirnberg. Elder Merrill met us and conducted 
us to his lodgings. He is laboring alone in this district. He is full of the 
spirit of his calling and enjoys his labors. Friday evening we went to 
Fiirth a place which lies some six miles from Niirnberg and is said to have 
been settled by Jews who were banished from the former city. Our 
meeting was well attended. Here as in Munich we had no singing in our 
gathering for fear of drawing the attention of the police and causing our 
host who was not a member to be fined. We returned in the evening to 
Nurnberg in company with a number of Saints and friends from that 
place. They gave vent to the pent up joy which swelled their hearts by 
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singing & number of beautiful songs. They were not afraid here of getting 
their host into trouble! It was a lovely evening and as the train rolled 
slowly through the quiet streets of Fiirth and Niirnberg many stopped to 
listen to the singing. 

From Niirnberg we went to Leipzig. Elders J. M. Weiler and O. W. 
Andelin labor in this place. The next day being Sunday we met with the 
Saints in their nice little hall. Here we enjoyed hearing the singing in the 
meeting. Many strangers present expressed their pleasure with what 
they had heard. 

Next evening we spent with Elder Emil Maeser in Chemnitz. He has 
his family with him. He informed us that there are several interested in 
the Gospel who will soon join the Church. He thinks there is a good 
opening in that place for the prosecution of the work. 

At Dresden we had the pleasure of meeting William McEwan and Carl 
Houtz who labor there, and J. J. Anderson of Grantsville who studies 
music in Leipzig. The Elders felt well and the branch is in a good con- 
dition. Several nice people have joined the Church and feel warm in the 
Gospel. An attentive audience of Saints and invited friends met with us. 
Some of the latter told us after the meeting that they hoped before long 
to be numbered among us. A good work has been done in Dresden and 
the prospect for increasing our membership is very promising both there 
and in the surrounding country. 

We arrived at Sorau at 11 o'clock the next evening and were met at the 
station by Elder Frei and Brother Ernest. The latter had brought his 
team to take us out to his home in the country. 

In spite of the harshness of the authorities here the good work is going 
forward. There is no Elder laboring here at present, on account of the 
danger of being banished ; but President Naegle sends now one Elder and 
now another who remainos there a short time and then returns to Berlin or 
Dresden. At our meeting the following evening I met several who had 
joined the Church since my last visit. It was a large gathering of Saints; 
a few invited friends were also present. Sorau is in Brandenburg the same 
province as Berlin; but while we are allowed to hold meetings at the latter 
place as often as we please, at Sorau we are prohibited from meeting. 
Our gathering was an interesting one, though we had to omit singing and 
cover the windows closely. It was late before the Saints left the house. 

I asked Brother Ernest where they met on Sundays. He said his 
father owned a little grove in which the members had met and enjoyed 
their Sabbath in religious exercises. The police had found this out and 
accused Brother Ernest of holding a Mormon meeting. He asked some 
of the members why they were present. They showed him some butter 
which they had received of Brother Ernest who they said keeps them in 
that article, and had promised to bring it to them at this place. There 
was nothing illegal in this, and he left them in peace! Saturday morning 
Brother Ernest took us to the station. I noticed the sides of the road 
were planted with plum trees on which hang clusters of luscious blue 
plums. No one dares take any of these, they are farmed out and the fruit 
is as safe as if a sentinel stood by each tree. We saw a branch that had 
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blown off, which we picked up and we tasted some of Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
plums. 

In Berlin we met Elders Oscar Wilkins and A. O. Woodruff who are 
laboring here together with Elder Frei. Elder Wilkins had spent part 
of the summer in Stettin a city on the Baltic. Six members had been 
baptized and he felt very hopeful that more would soon join the Church 
there. The branch in Berlin numbers nearly eighty members. The Saints 
have a nice hall to meet in, and enjoy their meetings thoroughly; though 
under the same laws as the Saints at Sorau, they have nearly as much 
liberty as the Saints in Switzerland. 

Our meetings on the Sunday were well attended. Several ministers 
of different denominations were present. After meeting they said they 
had some questions which they desired us to answer but they would prefer 
all present to hear them. They seemed so sure that their questions would 
be unanswerable, the congregation remained and listened with the greatest 
attention. The questions were answered satisfactorily. They were inspired 
by a book published against us and much circulatedin Germany. When the 
book was mentioned Elder Frei told the congregation that he was person- 
ally acquainted with the author and from his own knowledge knew the 
statements made to be untrue. President Naegle had visited that part of 
Switzerland lately where the alleged author of the book died, and he had 
learned from authentic sources that on his dying bed this man expressed 
his deep sorrow over having his name attached to this tissue of lies, and 
claimed that he had not written it, but some priests who persuaded him 
to let it be published in his name. At seven o'clock the preachers had 
to attend their churches, and we had to commence our evening meeting. 
Among the preachers was the one I mentioned visiting us last year when 
I was here. Several members of his denomination have joined the church 
since then. President Naegle said to him: “You know that this is the 
Gospel of Christ, do not reject it, but have the courage to follow your con- 
victions.” When I was here last year a young lady and this preacher’s 
wife attended our meeting. The former told the latter before they came 
that she had seen me in a dream. After they had taken seats she told 
the preacher’s wife that she knew me from herdream. It made a strong 
impression on them both. The girl has been baptized since then and also 
her mother and two brothers. They were pleased to hear the questions 
put to us answered so conclusively, and wondered that their former asso- 
ciates could not see on which side was the truth. The evening meeting 
was crowded with an attentive audience. Elder Woodruff talks German 
fluently and is an energetic missionary, he and the Elders laboring here 
have met much success in their work for the good cause. Elder Frei has 
labored part of his time in Hanover, six persons have been baptized and 
& promising opening for the Gospel has been made in that country. 

September 2 was the 25th anniversary of the French surrender at Sedan, 
and it was made a day of jubilee throughout the German Enipire. At 
Berlin it was celebrated with a grand military display and in the evening 
vast sums were spent in illuminating both private and public buildings. 
At one of the bridges we had a good view of the Emperor and the King 
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of Saxony who were returning from the parade outside the city. It was 
@ magnificent spectacle which the troops presented as they marched 
through the streets. It stirred the martial spirit of the Germans. The 
enthusiasm reached its climax as the Emperor passed. 

We next met with the Saints in Hamburg. Here we have a strong 
branch. Elder John Rodgers has spent two years and a half in this place 
and ‘his diligent labors have been rewarded with many fruits. ElderC. D. 
Hahn is assisting him in spreading the truth. 

At Kiel we met with the Saints last night and had an interesting time 
with them. Elder Squires is presiding in this branch and has enjoyed his 
labors there. 

I invited President Naegle and his wife to accompany me to Copen- 
hagen, and after meeting we embarked for Denmark and arrived here 
this forenoon, receiving a hearty welcome from President Sundwall 
and fellow-laborers. I have now met with nearly all the Elders and most 
of the Saints of the German Mission. I believe a great work will be done 
among this people. The Elders labor under many difficulties, but they 
are full of hope and determined in spite of all opposition to do their duty. 
President Naegle is an earnest worker, a ready missionary, and has the 
confidence of the Elders. I have much enjoyed my travels in company 
with him and his excellent wife. 

I shall now attend conferences in the Scandinavian Mission. 

AntuHon H. Lunp. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Hon. Willlam J. Bryan of Nebraska, a member of Gumamna and one of the foremost 
orators of the United States, was in Salt Lake City on September 6, where he delivered 
a lecture on the silver question. 


It is stated that a new literary magaziue of interest to Salt Lake City would be issued 
about October 1; there will be only four hundred copies printed, and the name of the 
paper will be called The Four Hundred. 


The enrollment in the Salt Lake City Schools on the opening day reached more than nine 
thousand, or over 75 per cent. of the school population of that city. This is almost an 
unprecedented proportion for the first day of school. 


A coal contract has been entered into between the United States Government and 
Morris & Ellerbeck whereby this firm has agreed to furnish Camp Douglas with coal from 
now until July 30, 1896. Seven million pounds of fuel must be delivered, which will 
require the constant labor of six men and teams. 

A lady living in Brigham City is said to have made a lady’s hat of the latest style from 
black cotton thread, which she crocheted, varnished so as to make it resemble black rice 
straw, pressed it so as to give the necessary shape, and trimmed to suit. The length of 
the thread used in the hat was about two thousand yards. 


The Deseret News on September 10, issued an edition of 32 pages in which appeared a 
historical sketch of Salt Lake City from 1847 to the present, an elaborate description of 
the city school system, a commercial review of the city, and biographical sketches of the 
leading professional and business men. The information contained in the paper is of a 
lasting nature and will always be interesting to the people of Utah. Only the usual price 
of the daily was charged for the extra issue, and regular subscribers were furnished with 
a copy without any additional cost. 


